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Sherman County Watershed Council and SWCD would like to
install Wildlife Escape Ramps!
Sherman County Area Watershed Council would like to provide a program for all
local landowners to install wildlife escape ramps for free. The Watershed Council will apply for OWEB funding, as well as, Bird Stamp Funding, which will hopefully cover costs and outreach for this project. There are two options for purchasing the escape ramps; first is to pay a local manufacturer in the area, or from an
education stand point, contacting the metal fabrication teacher about incorporating the production of the ramps in the classroom. Either way, the escape ramps
are very inexpensive and SWCD has agreed to install them for landowners. We
have board approval and would love to have participation from any landowner in
the area that has a water trough to install these ramps!

Background:
Wildlife Escape Structures
All water troughs,
regardless of
condition or use I
eligible! Please
take advantage of
this great
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The need for wildlife escape structures in troughs has been documented in range and
wildlife publications for more than three decades. Most livestock water troughs were not
designed or installed with wildlife in mind, and they seldom include a means of escape
for animals that fall in while attempting to drink or bathe. This has resulted in the accidental drowning of countless birds, bats and other small mammals. Escape is especially
difficult when water levels fall significantly below the trough rim, leaving a sheer wall the
animal must scale. If the sides are rough, climbing animals or those with sharp claws
like bats may be able to climb out. Even animals well adapted to climbing often are
thwarted by such walls. Wildlife drowning increases when alternative water supplies are
unavailable and escape structures are absent, especially when water levels are lowest
and during periods of drought, high temperatures and wind. Tragically, some of the
most common attempts to provide wildlife escape structures do not work or are unreliable. The good news is that effective wildlife escape structures are easy and inexpensive to build and can virtually eliminate wildlife mortality in water troughs. Properly designed and installed, these structures also improve livestock health by maintaining
clean water that’s uncontaminated by drowned animals.
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EYE ON IT
Feral Swine
Feral swine have invaded
Oregon, causing damage
to agricultural crops and
fish and wildlife habitat.
Their destructive rooting
and grubbing activities
increase erosion and degrade water quality in
streams; encourage the
growth of noxious weeds;
and can cause millions of
dollars in agricultural, environmental and property
damage. Feral swine can
transmit disease to wildlife, livestock and humans.

Outlived Guzzlers
on your Property?
Sherman County SWCD
and Watershed Council
would like to help!
Sherman County SWCD and Watershed Council are working on funding to replace
your out-lived guzzlers. If you have broken down or non-functioning guzzlers on your
property please contact our office and sign up for funding to replace your old guzzler.
Your participation is appreciated! If you would like more information or would like to
participate please cal us today @ 541-565-3216!

To halt the spread of invasive feral swine, the 2009
Oregon Legislature
passed House Bill 2221
that requires landowners
and land managers to
notify the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
when they become aware
of free roaming feral
swine on their property.
The bill also makes it illegal to sell hunts for feral
swine on public or private
property.
How to Report
Landowners and land
managers are required to
contact their local ODFW
office within 10 days of
discovering feral swine on
their land. They, then,
have 60 days to submit a
feral swine removal plan
to the department for approval. Technical assistance is available at a
local ODFW. ODFW staff
will advise landowners
about traps and other
resources. A sample removal plan is available in
the Invasive Species section of ODFW’s website.
Report feral swine sightings and hunting harvest
to your local ODFW office
or to ODFW’s Terrestrial
Invasive Species coordinator @ 503-947-6000.
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Y ou can also contact the
SWCD Office @ 541-5653216 x 3 for more information.

We have a new look on the web!
We have decided to retire our old website and bring
a fresh look to our cyber world. Sherman County
shed Council have separate and new SWCD has a new page that includes photos, accomplishments, history of the district, programs and
websites to better assist your needs
partners, and easy contact page that goes straight
to our emails. The Sherman County Watershed
council has pulled apart and created their own identity. The Watershed Council website also
includes accomplishments, history of the council, links and programs, and a fully functioning
contact page. You can access all of our newsletters, as well as, small grant applications to
save you a trip to the office! We would like your feed back on how we can continue to improve to better meet your needs. If you have any questions or comments feel free to voice
them on out contact page and we will receive them via e-mail.

Sherman County SWCD and Water-

Sherman County SWCD website address:
www.shermancountyswcd.com
Sherman County Area Watershed Council address:
www.shermancountywc.com
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CALL FOR NEW
PROJECTS!
Funding now available for the 20112013 Biennium

Annual Meeting on February 14th at 12:00 pm

The OWEB Small Grant
Program is an easy to engage in grant program that
awards funds up to $5,000
with a 75% cost share and
up to $10,000 with a 50%
cost share. Projects that
are eligible for Small
Grants include but are not
limited to:

Its that time again!

What are they?

On February 14th the Sherman County

Annual meetings are informational sessions that are in a comfort-

SWCD and Watershed Council will be con-

able atmosphere for producers to get updates on all the conser-

ducting their annual meeting for the public to

vation programs in their area. If you would like to attend please

Manage Erosion

attend. The meeting will be held at the

RSVP so we can have enough food for everyone! To RSVP ei-

Sherman County fairgrounds at noon. We

ther call us at 541-565-3216 or go online to;

Manage Nutrient and
Sediment Inputs

encourage everyone to attend this event and

www.shermancountyswcd.com or www.shermancountywc.com

come hungry for a barbeque !

and enter your information in our contact page!

Who are the speakers?
Representatives from Sherman County, SWCD, NRCS, FSA,
Watershed Council, more to be announced...

Upland Process and
Function

Employ Integrated Pest
Management
Implement Irrigation
Practices that result in
decreased water use,
and increased in stream
flow, increased groundwater level, or improved water quality

Riparian Process and
Function

Pesticide Applicator’s Core Class and Pre-Test Workshop
Pesticide applicators needing the Core credit for their license renewals or those person wishing
to take the pesticide applicators exam needed to become certified will want to attend the Core/
Pre-Test Workshop offered in The Dalles at the Columbia Gorge Community College on Thursday January 19, 2012. The session begins at 8 am and concludes around noon.
Those wishing to take the exam can do so that afternoon beginning at 1 pm. They will need to
bring a picture identification and $25. They may also bring a calculator to assist them. They are
also requested to RSVP to the Wasco County Extension Office (541-296-5494) to make know
which tests they wish to take.
Registration for the morning session is $10 payable at the door. If applicators have already met
the Core requirement, the session will count as 4 hours of “other” credits toward their renewal.
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Manage Nutrient and
Sediment Inputs
Manage Vegetation
If you have any questions
about the Small Grant Program or have a project that
you would like to do please
contact Emily Lyle @ 541565-3216 ext. 109.
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SWCD UPDATES
OWEB Small Grants
The OWEB Small Grant Program is
an easy to engage in grant program
that awards funds up to $5,000 with a
75% cost share and up to $10,000
with a 50% cost share. Call us with
new project ideas for the 2011-2013
biennium.
Education Incentive Grants – One
proposal was made to use Weather
bug system in classrooms. The system give real-time weather data.
Funding is still available, anyone is
welcome to apply. Please call our
office for more information @ 541565-3216 X3

GovDelivery
eNews
Producers can now enroll in this new GovDelivery system for
notices, newsletters and electronic reminders. FSA, like many
other organizations, is working smarter and more efficiently by
moving to electronic notifications to conserve resources and
save taxpayer dollars.
County Committee ballots will still be mailed to all eligible
producers. Once you subscribe, you will receive a message with
the option to select from other USDA subscriptions also. GovDelivery will not share your email address with anyone for commercial or any other purposes. Receive free e-mail updates and
newsletters now by visiting: www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.

Sherman County Conservation Project Large Grant - Sent to OWEB for
the October 17th, 2011 Deadline.
Accepting Applications for New Projects! New Large grant application
deadline is set for April 16th 2012!
Feel free to call our office @541-5653216 if you have any questions about
your funding options. Small grants
can be applied for anytime during the
year! We hope to hear from you!
NEW BUSINESS
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in
the SWCD office on January 10th,
2012 at 8:30 am.
Annual meeting:
Feb14th, 2012 @ The Sherman
county fairgrounds at 12:00! Come
hungry!
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Landowners...interested in hosting conservation after hours meeting?
Starting in February the

Conservation After Hours Sessions are infor-

Sherman County SWCD

mational sessions that are in a comfortable

and Watershed Council

atmosphere for producers to get updates on all

will be conducting After

the conservation programs in their area. If you

Hours Meetings for our

are interested in hosting one, please contact

landowners.

our office @541 541-565-3216.
Who are the speakers?

Representatives from Sherman County SC Trapper, SWCD, NRCS,
FSA,

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) -NRCS Initiatives Offer Financial Assistance for
Energy --First application period ends February 3,
2012
Direct Seed is offered to meet the requirements of this initiative,
so if you are interested in trying direct seed, come in and sign
up before February 3, 2012 with Kristie.
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NRCS Update
Conservation
Stewardship
Program (CStP)
Encourages land stewards to improve their conservation performance by installing and
adopting additional activities, and improving, maintaining, and managing existing activities on agricultural land and nonindustrial private forest land. The program is available
nationwide on a continuous application basis.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Announces Sign-Up Period for
Conservation Stewardship Program -- Program Cut-Off Date is January 13, 2012
come in and sign up with Kristie if you are interested.

New USDA Agricultural Mediation Program
Available for Producers

Farming and ranching are getting more complicated.

Now days, many
of the challenges facing producers involve issues that affect other people or agencies. Oregon’s certified USDA Agricultural Mediation Program is designed to help producers and Oregon residents navigate a
way out of complicated situations that are common among farmers these
days.
What types of agricultural disputes can be mediated? In general, Six
Rivers can mediate any cases involving an Oregon citizen and the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA, FSA, NRCS, USFS,
RD), including, adverse decisions from a USDA agency, farm and rural
development loans, farm credit problems, pesticide or environmental issues, grazing on federal lands, conservation compliance, conflict with
non-farm neighbors or boundary disputes, wetland determinations, crop
insurance, and other agricultural disputes. Mediation offers an opportunity for parties to confidentially discuss issues, explore ALL possible options and focus on reaching a resolution. When agreements are
reached, they are developed through collaboration between the producer and USDA representative. Results are effective and real solutions
customized to fit the parties unique situation. Mediation can help resolve
agricultural disputes efficiently, saving all parties time and money.
To find out more about our program and services, please call us today at
1-888-628-4101 or visit us on the web at www.6rivers.org.
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CREP INFO:
The Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program
(CREP) is a federal-state
conservation partnership that
pays landowners attractive
rates to voluntarily take environmentally sensitive cropland and pastureland out of
production for 10-15 years
and plant streamside buffers,
protect highly erodible land
or establish wetlands to protect the water quality and
wildlife habitat of local
streams. Five types of payments may be available depending on the practice installed. These include: signing bonus, annual payment,
cost-share assistance, practice incentive payment and
maintenance payment.
When the CREP contract
expires, the land retains its
prior Converted Cropland
status and may be reenrolled or returned to agricultural production.
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
(CCRP) and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program have been very
popular programs in the
Sherman County Area. If you
are interested or would like
to know additional information about these programs
please contact Jake Calvert
@ 541-565-3216 x 111.
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Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors
Calendar of Events
1. The next meeting
will be held in the SWCD office
on January 10th 2012 @ 8:30
am.
2. New Large grant application
deadline is set for April 16th
2012!

Sherman County DecemberWeather Station
Total Precipitation was 1.46” which is .23”
below normal.
2011– 2012 Crop year total is 2.90” which
is 1.91” below normal.
The highest Temperature was 53 degrees
on the 7th.
The lowest Temperature was 38 degrees
on the 28th.
Long time averages indicate we can expect
56 degrees and 15 degrees.
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The average air Temperature was 32.2
degrees which .3 degrees above normal.
4” soil temperature ranged from 46-33
degrees.
The average wind speed at 26” was 2.5
miles per hour which is 1 m.p.h below
normal.
Calendar year precipitation for 2011 is
9.58”.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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