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  Staff Changes 

We are pleased to announce that Amanda Whitman has moved from the 

Watershed Coordinator position to District Manager for the Sherman County 

SWCD.  

  Annual Meeting 

The conservation office will hold its annual meeting in February 2019.       
More details coming soon.   
 

Tree & Plant Sale 
The annual tree & plant sale is planned for March 2019. Stay tuned for more information this 
winter regarding types of plants and prices.  
 

Upcoming Meetings 

¶ The next Watershed Council Meeting will be held November 13th, 2018 @ 8:00 am at the 
SWCD Office, 302 Scott Street, Moro, OR. 97039.  

¶ The next District Meeting will be held November 13th, 2018 @ 8:30 am at the SWCD    
Office, 302 Scott Street, Moro, OR. 97039.  

Jacob Powell is the new Watershed Coordinator and started October 1st. Jacob grew up in The 

Dalles, OR and is glad to be back in the area helping ranchers and wheat producers in Sherman 

County. Prior to coming to Sherman County, Jacob assisted NRCS with Farm Bill programs in 

Morrow County as a conservation liaison and has had various jobs with restoration and          

conservation across Washington and Idaho. Jacob has a Bachelors degree in Biology from Pacific 

Lutheran University and a Masters degree in Resource Conservation from the University of    

Montana where he completed research on fire and grazing in the Northern Great Plains.  

Soil & Water Conservation District 

  Staff Changes: 
The conservation office would like to say thanks for the many years of   
service put in by District Conservationist Kristie Coelsch and wish her well in her 
future endeavors. Kristie has worked for NRCS just shy of 25 years and was the 
District Conservationist in Sherman County for the last 13 years. Thanks and you 
will be missed! Clinton Whitten, NRCS Soil Conservationist, also left recently to 
accept a new position with NRCS in Colorado.  
 
While NRCS finds a new District Conservationist, Misty Strayhorn, NRCS Soil Conservationist 
from The Dalles, will be the acting District Conservationist. Emily Huth is the new Soil          
Conservationist in Moro. She is from Richmond, Virginia and previously worked for NRCS in 
Christiansburg, VA, where she worked primarily with beef cattle operations planning fencing and 
designing livestock water systems. Emily graduated from Virginia Tech in 2016 with a Bachelors 
degree in Environmental Resource Management. Before NRCS, she interned with the National 
Park Service in Northern California and was able to frequently visit Oregon.  
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ñBittersweet October. The mellow, 
messy, leaf-kicking, perfect pause  
between the opposing miseries of 
summer and winter.ò 
~Carol Bishop Hipps 
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¶ The SWCD and NRCS are looking for a volunteer (s) to offer up their shop this winter for our annual After Hours 

Meeting. Please consider helping your local conservation office so we can help you! Please contact the SWCD office 

at 541-565-3216. 

¶ The SWCD still has plenty of funding available for county cost share grants to address any resource concerns you may 

have. Examples of previous projects include reshaping terraces to better farm fields, improving haul roads to decrease 

dust and water erosion, and cross fencing to improve livestock distribution. We are here to help with your  conserva-

tion needs, so call or come on in to our office and get signed up today! 541-565-3216 

¶ A Range Drill is available to landowners/operators to rent from the SWCD for range restoration, pasture seeding or 

grass seeding.  If you would like to rent the range drill call the office (541-565-3216) to make an appointment.   
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Odds & Ends 

 THE ROLLING THUNDER 

FSA continues to offer both disaster assistance and price support programs that may be applicable to 
farming operations in Sherman County!  The following dates serve as a reminder of these programs and 
their applicable deadlines. Please don't delay, call for an appointment today!  

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) may help producers restore permanent fencing damaged by 
wildfire. Signup period is October 1 - November 30, 2018. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) may offer   
assistance for grazing losses and additional feed costs due to fire in 2018. Application deadline is December 3, 2018. 

Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) participants, including socially disadvantaged, limited resource or      
beginning farmer participants must contact FSA to indicate continued coverage for 2019 by November 30, 2018 for hay and 
grazing crops. 

Market Facilitation Program (MFP) offers price support for wheat producers. Signup deadline is January 15, 2019.  

Livestock Forage Program (LFP) compensates livestock owners for grazing losses due to drought in Sherman County. Signup 
deadline is January 30, 2019. 

If you are applying for 2018 programs, please contact our office to ensure that you have a complete and accurate acreage report 
for your farm(s) on file. A certified acreage report serves as the foundation for FSA program participation. Late-filed 2018  acre-
age reports will only be accepted within one year of the crop's acreage reporting deadline and are subject to a late-file fee. Graz-
ing, forage and fall-planted small grain acreage reporting deadline is December 15.  

For all FSA programs, please remember to call for an appointment or to double check you are enrolled in the program(s) you 
would like to participate in. FSA staff will not be making individual phone calls for program participation. 

 

Important dates to remember: 

November 5 - COC Election Ballots will be mailed 

November 12 ï Office Closed ï Veteranôs Day Holiday 

November 22 ï Office Closed ï Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 3 ï 2018 ELAP applications due  

December 3 ï Deadline for postmarked or returned COC election ballots 

December 15 ï Last day to file 2019 Fall acreage reports, Last day to LATE-FILE 2018 acreage reports 

Farm Service Agency 
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Brian Tuck to Retire at the end of December after 35 years with OSU 

It has truly been a real honor and pleasure to serve the agriculture community and     
residents of the Mid-Columbia over the last 35 years as the Extension Service Dryland 
Crops Faculty, Extension Regional Administrator and the Mid-Columbia Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center Director. This last 35 years has truly been an amazing 
and incredible adventure to say the least with raising our three children in Wasco and 
Sherman Counties, serving as a volunteer EMT and Firefighter, and several international 
assignments including serving as the Associate Director for Peace Corps in Armenia for 
four years and numerous short-term assignments in the Middle East and Africa. I have 
met so many amazing folks locally and internationally over the last 35 years which is 
what has made this job so interesting and rewarding. I just want to say Thank You to all 
for the chance to work with you and for being a part of our lives over the years; it is  
truly the friendships that make life worthwhile. Our immediate plans are for me to retire 
December 31st this year. We plan to stay in The Dalles. Again thank you for being a part 
of our lives over these last 35 years and look forward to seeing you all in the days ahead. 

Brian and Gloria Tuck  

Final Edition of the Sherman/Wasco County Farmers Newsletter 

With Brian Tucks Retirement as of December 31st the November 2018 issue will be the 
final issue of the Farmers Newsletter. The Wasco and Sherman Extension Offices will 
be sending out notices concerning upcoming programs, and events of importance 
through the Wheat Notification Email List. For those who have not yet signed up to be 
on this list and would like to receive periodic updates please send your email address to Kim.McCullough@oregonstate.edu at 
the Wasco County Extension Office or you can call the office at 541-296-5494. 
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OSU Extension Office 

After the devasting fire season its important to monitor for invasive and 
aggressive weeds species that thrive post fire. Keep in mind that in   
addition to spreading by seed, some weed species can regenerate from 
roots and root fragments. Leafy spurge roots can penetrate up to 26 feet 
deep in the soil, once the vegetative material on the top of the soil burns, 
the roots are stimulated to produce more plant material. Typically severe 
fires will only damage roots to a few inches below the soil, therefore     
noxious weeds, with their deep root systems have an excellent chance of 
surviving. How to limit post fire invaders: 

¶ Monitor for weeds, especially in known areas where weeds were thick 

prior to the fire.  

¶ Establish photo monitoring points and compare before and after      

photos if available. 

¶ Control noxious weeds prior to seeding 

¶ Reseed with species adapted to the conditions on site 

¶ If an ash layer is absent, prepare the seedbed by lightly scarifying the 

soil 

¶ Use weed free hay/mulch to protect soil and seeds from erosion 

 

Noxious Weed Management after Wildfires 

mailto:Kim.McCullough@oregonstate.edu
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Experiment Station Weather  

 
August 

¶ The highest temperature was 103 on the 13th 

¶ The lowest temperature was 42 on the 28th 
September 

¶ The highest temperature was 87 on the 7th 

¶ The lowest temperature was 33 on the 24th 
October 

¶ The highest temperature was 72 on the 2nd 

¶ The lowest temperature was 29 on the 14th 

Post fire Invasive Plants 

Common invaders after fire include annual grasses (Cheat grass, Medusahead) and long-distance dispersing forbs (Canadian 
thistle, Knapweed, Prickly lettuce). Rapid detection and control of invasive plant populations after wildfire is one of the most 
effective management activities.  

Canadian Thistle Rosette    Prickly Lettuce Rosette                                Newly Emerged Rush Skeleton 

Month Average 
Max 
Temp 

Average 
Min 
Temp 

August 2018 89 54 

August average 84 54 

September 2018 73 43 

September average 76 46 

October 2018 63 38 

October average 62 38 

Month 4ò 
max 

4ò 
min 

12ò 

August 88 80 76 

September 74 64 66 

October 65 56 53 

Air Temperature 

Soil Temperature 
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Local Advertisements 

    SHERMAN COUNTY  BUSINESSES!!  

Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our  newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per 
issue or $75 for the year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For those of you who already  advertise,  its 
time again to renew! 

Lower John Day Working Group  

The Lower John Day Working Group through a local water planning effort 
has worked to gather and analyze water availability data in our area. We 
have summarized our findings about what we have here in the lower basin 
in a report titled ñLower John Day Basin State of Water Resources.ò  

 

We hope that this report is the first step in helping us to develop a shared    
understanding of our water system. 
 

We canôt succeed in making that happen without your help. Please review 
the report and let us know your thoughts by November 16th. This can be 
the way for all of us to create a community supported plan for our shared 
water future.  

 

Copies can be picked up at USDA Service Centers in Condon, Moro, or 
Fossil, requested via email, or found online at this link:  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q60vozzp8kfe4cj/LJD%20Report20Draft.pdf?
dl=0 
 

Your Business  

Advertised Here 

Contact Sherman County 
SWCD at 541-565-3216 


