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Inside this issue: FSA Program Updates 

Continuous CRP 

Justin Faulhaber, CED at the Sherman Co FSA office, announces a Continuous 
CRP signup for Highly Erodible Land. Oregon received a total allocation of 1800 
acres to enroll under this new program.  Offers will be accepted until the alloca-
tion limit is reached or September 30, 2012, whichever occurs first. This initiative 
will accept offers with an erosion rate of at least 20 tons per acre per year on new 
cropland or CRP acres expiring September 30, 2012.  Contract payments are 
based on current soil rental rates and fall under the $50,000 individual producer 
or entity CRP limitation. Contracts approved during this continuous sign-up ini-
tiative are valid for 10 years.  Stop by or call the FSA office at 541-565-3551 for 
more information. 

Market Assistance Loans 

Farm Service Agency staff reminds producers of the availability of Market Assis-
tance Loans for crops harvested in 2012. The current loan interest rate is 1.25 
percent.  Wheat Tax and administrative fees are reduced from the gross amount 
at the time of loan distribution.  Terms of a MAL is nine months but may be re-
paid at any time before maturity. Producers must request Farm or Warehouse 
stored crop loans prior to March 31 of the year following harvest. Loan rates, per 
bushel, for 2012 crops are: 

Wheat: $3.16  Barley: $2.32  Oats: $1.42 

Crops grown on farms participating in the ACRE program will incur a 30% re-
duction to loan rates. Call the FSA office to begin the lien search and waiver 
process. 
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EQIP 
 

The NRCS has selected two areas to focus our efforts for Fiscal Year 
2013. 
 
The first opportunity is to reshape terraces on 0-7% slopes to make 
them more farmable for the larger equipment.  To be eligible, your 
terraces must be 10 years or older and be on a 0-7% slope.  Please 
contact our office if you have questions on slopes on your project 
area. 
 
The second opportunity is within 2 miles of the river corridors to 
treat noxious weeds.  There are many efforts to treat acres with Skele-
tonweed, Yellowstar Thistle, Scotch Thistle and Knapweed. The 
NRCS would like to provide technical and financial assistance to treat 
these areas. 
 
Signup Deadline is November 16, 2012.  Please call Kristie Coelsch at 
541-565-3551 ext. 102 for more information on EQIP. 

NRCS Program Updates 
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Meet and Greet 

New Staff! 

The Sherman County SWCD would like to officially welcome Kayla Alberti as the 
new Watershed Council Coordinator. She was raised on a dairy farm in central Cali-
fornia and continued her love for agriculture through her college studies. She at-
tended Modesto Junior College in California where she earned her Associates De-
grees in Dairy Science and Ag Business. She transferred and completed her educa-
tion at the University of Idaho where she earned a Bachelors Degree in Animal and 
Veterinary Science with an emphasis in both Dairy Science and Animal Production. 
She is very excited to start her new career as well as increase her knowledge of 
Sherman County. Kayla is eager to work with and help all of you in the farming 
community with your conservation needs.  Please feel free to get introduced!! She 
can be reached at the conservation office at 541-565-3216 ext 109 and at 
Kayla.Alberti@oacd.org 

Skeleton Weed 
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Children’s Fair & Farmer’s Market 

Community Activities 

On June 28th the Sherman County Watershed Council and the SWCD collaborated with Sherman County Com-
mission on Children and Families children's fair to include a farmer’s market.  The purpose of the fair was to pro-
vide a community event for the children that was alcohol and tobacco free; while the purpose of the farmer’s mar-
ket was to see if the community would be interested in an annual event such as this to increase local business 
awareness for economic improvement. There were 5 businesses that participated in the farmer’s market. We are 
pleased with the turn out and are looking forward to many more locals joining in and supporting us next year.! If 
interested please call or email Kayla Alberti at 541-565-3216 ext 109  Kayla.Aberti@oacd.org to reserve a spot.  

*Sherman Council Watershed Council, SWCD, and Sherman County Commission on Children and Families  
would like to give a special thanks to all the partners  who helped sponsor this event: Sherman County Commis-
sion on Children and Families, Sherman County Area Watershed Council, Sherman County Senior and Commu-
nity Center, Sherman County Historical Society and Museum, City of Moro, ABC Huskies Day Care, Little Wheats 
Day Care, Sherman Preschool, North Sherman Preschool, Columbia Gorge CASA (Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocate) Sherman Jr/Sr. High School “The Pack” and “Intramurals”, Sherman County OYCC (Oregon Youth 
Conservation Corps), Department of Human Services, Healthy Start of Sherman, Gilliam and Wheeler Counties, 
Yello Dyno, Sherman County Emergency Services, Sherman County Juvenile Department, Sherman County Pub-
lic/School Library, YA4-H, Sherman County Sheriff’s Office, Mid-Columbia Center for Living, North Central 
Public Health, Child Care Partners, Paw Pal Lunch Buddies, Sherman County Victims Assistance Program, 

Quote of  the Quarter 

"Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable 
citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most 
independent, the most virtuous and they are 
tied to their country and wedded to its liberty 
and interests by the most lasting bands." 

–Thomas Jefferson Aug. 23, 1785 
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ODA - Water Quality Awareness 

 Quality Concerns 

Water Quality is an ever growing and continual concern throughout Oregon. The SWCD would like to 
provide an excerpt from Katie Coba who is the director of Oregon Department of Agriculture as this is a 
matter of importance.  

 “I am delivering a call to action for Oregon farmers, ranchers, and other landowners– please pay attention to water 
quality issues. It’s an important topic that is receiving a lot of attention right now and we want you to be part of the conversa-
tion. 

 The Oregon Department of Agriculture is directed by statute to administer its Agricultural Water Quality Program 
to work with farmers and ranchers on improving Ag’s contribution to water quality. We work closely with other state agencies 
that are in the water quality business– most notably, the Department of Environmental Quality. Our program has been and 
will continue to be successful in addressing and, frankly, reducing agriculture’s negative impacts on water quality. It has been 
in place for 19 years, fully implemented for the past few years with the adoption of rules for the 38 basins around the state, 
which determine how agriculture is going to deal with water quality problems. 

 ODA’s Agricultural Water Quality Program has mobilized a great deal of effort. A lot of people in agriculture and 
many agencies have put in a lot of work already throughout the state, and they should be commended for their commitment. 
The challenge we’ve had to this point is not being in a position to really address or quantify the effectiveness of the program. 
We’ve been focused on getting the rules in place and working with landowners interested in putting projects on the ground. 
Those projects have involved soil and water conservation districts, watershed councils, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, and others. Sometimes landowners have completed projects on their 
own. But there has not been a coordinated, cohesive collection of data or analysis to show progress and how water quality has 
improved.  

 Going forward, what should ODA’s Agricultural Water Quality Program look like? Right now, our program is 
predominantly a complaint-based program. Should it move to some other kind of regulatory-based program? There is some 
interest in putting resources into a demonstration projects that focus on a specific stream stretch within a basin. In that sce-
nario, an entire reach of a stream would get priority treatment with focused work on the landscape, riparian area, and other  
elements critical to maintaining or improving water quality. Monitoring conditions would take place before and after the work 
has been done to determine how water quality is impacted. As we heard during our recent tour and listening sessions around 
the state regarding our water quality program, there are a lot of ideas out there and probably many more yet to be considered.  

 So now is the time for all of us to step up and figure out how we can better show the effectiveness of ODA’s program. 
There are critics out there and it is incumbent upon those of us in agriculture to show results. Just as they have over the past 
19 years, I know farmers, ranchers, and landowners can step up and document the effectiveness of our Agricultural Water 
Quality Program.  

 This is a call to action, a call for help, a call for great ideas. The State Board of Agriculture, in its latest meeting, 
reinforced its interest and commitment to the program and how to move it forward. We want all of our partners around the 
state to work with us to do just that. The board has asked ODA to spend some time putting together options for the future.” 

* Please contact the Sherman County SWCD & Watershed Council for assistance with any Water Quality 
Concerns. 
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Sherman County Weed District Updates 

  Rush skeletonweed is on the move! 

Over the past few years, 6 sites of rush skeletonweed have been found in the south area of 
Sherman County. Areas include Buckley, two near Kent, HWY 216 near Payne Loop, the north 
end of Twin Lakes Road and the north end of Dobie Point Lane. The threat of more sites 
seems highly likely.  

Rush skeletonweed is a “A” Class, deep-rooted, creeping perennial weed. Tall stems have very 
few but small leaves and yellow rayed flowers, forming in late summer and continuing until a 
killing frost. Seeds are attached to a pappus or parachute that can spread for miles. Downward 
facing hairs on the lower stem are a key to identification, as well as a milky sap in all parts of 
the plant. Tillage rapidly spreads the plant through broken root fragments. 

Early detection and treatments will be the key to containing this plant from becoming a wide 
spread problem. Please report any plants found to the Sherman County Weed District so we 
can map the spread and search new surrounding areas. 

The Weed District can also help with plant identification and treatments. Contact us at 541-565
-3655 or our office located at the Experiment Station in Moro. 

Thank you, Rod Asher. 
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Odds & Ends 

The SWCD office still has plenty of funding for grants. We still have the 3 categories of grant programs: 
small grants, large grants and education incentive grants. 

 

Small Grants - OWEB award funds up to $5,000 with a 75% cost share and up to $10,000 with a 50% cost 
share, both having a 25% match. Projects that are eligible but are not limited to:  

 Upland process and function -  manage erosion, manage nutrient and sediment inputs into streams, wild-
life water guzzlers, pest management  

 Water quality and irrigation efficiency - recharge groundwater, improved irrigation practices 

 Riparian process and function - manage nutrient and sediment inputs, manage vegetation  

Beat The Heat! 

As we all know, the farther we get into summer the more unbearably hot it gets. 
With temperatures this high it is important to be smart and be alert for fires or po-
tential fire hazards. This is just a friendly reminder to stay safe and drink LOTS of 
water when working in this weather.  Happy Harvest!! 

Large Grants - OWEB also award funds for large grants. The projects are similar 
to those of a small grant, however the amount awarded is significantly higher than 
small grants. The amount awarded varies depending on the complexity of the 
project. This also has a 75% cost share with a 25% match  

Education Incentive Grants - SWCD’s Watershed Education Incentive Fund 
awards funds up to $2,000 with a 25% match. These grants are not just for 
schools, any local organization can apply for conservation related projects!  

Past projects include:  

 Transportation expenses 

 6th grade watershed education  

 Greenhouses 

 Rain gauges 

 Bird sanctuary 

 Tree planting projects 

The 2012 Sherman 
County Fair is fast ap-
proaching. The SWCD 
will have a conserva-

tion display at the fair-
grounds for the dura-
tion of the week. Eve-
ryone is encouraged to 

stop by and see the 
display. Don’t forget 

to grab your free 
goodies while you’re 

there!! 



Sherman County Weather Station July 2012 
 Total precipitation was 0.28” and the long time average is 0.22” 

 Total precipitation for the crop year is 10.82” where the crop year average is 
11.13” 

 The highest temperature was 100 degrees on the 9thand the lowest was 39 de-
grees on the 4th 

 Average temperature was 68.8 degrees which is 0.1 degrees below normal 

 Long time average temperature indicates a range from 99 degrees – 42 degrees 

 4” soil temperature ranged from 64 degrees – 91 degrees 

 Average wind speed was 5.1mph where normal is 4.1mph 

 Total pan evaporation was 13” which is 0.65” above normal 
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Local Advertisements  
SHERMAN COUNTY  BUSINESSES!!  

Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our  newsletter? Advertise-
ments are $20 per issue or $75 for the year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. Don’t get 
left out! Please contact our office at 541-565-3216 if you wish to be included.  



Sherman County SWCD Board of  Directors 

  Tracy Fields, Chair 

  Bill Martin, Vice Chair 

  Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 

  Brad Eakin, Secretary 

  Gary Irzyk, Member 

 

SWCD Staff 

  Brian Stradley, District Manager 

  Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager 

  Kayla Alberti, Watershed Council Coordinator 

  Jake Calvert, Conservation Technician 

 

NRCS Staff 

  Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist 

  Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource  

  Conservationist  

1. The Sherman County Fair August 22-26, 2012 
2. Board meeting to be held  @ the SWCD office on 

September 11, 2012 @ 8:00am 
3. EQIP sign up deadline is November 16, 2012  
4. Large Grant deadline is October 22, 2012 
5. Continuous CRP signup  deadline  is 

September 30, 2012 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

~Calendar of events~ 
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We’re on the Web! Don’t forget 
to check us out for current news! 
www.shermancountyswcd.com 

 

~Board & Staff~ 
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