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The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that every
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).
County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA.
They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and ranchers
who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and
knowledge to make local decisions. For more information contact your local
FSA office, or to obtain a nomination form, visit the link below: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_english_form.pdf , or visit
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information.

DCP Deadline Approaching
The sign-up period for DCP is still open; producers must enroll before the
August 2, 2013 deadline. The 2013 DCP program provisions are unchanged
from 2012.
Please call or e-mail NOW for an appointment to enroll your eligible farms
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FSA Continued…
Welcome To The New Sherman County CED
Sherman County welcomes Roseanna Breeding as the new FSA County Executive
Director. Roseanna has worked for Oregon FSA since 2002, and most recently as CED
in the Douglas County FSA Office. Prior to working for FSA, she spent several years
working in the telecommunications industry. Roseanna and her husband, Tim, both
native Oregonians, also raised purebred and commercial Duroc hogs for many years,
and served as Oregon delegates to the National Pork Board and National Pork Producers Council. Both Roseanna and Tim say they are excited and pleased to be in
Sherman County and look forward to being active members of a great community of
folks in one of the most beautiful places in Oregon.

Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS)
FSA Dates to
Remember
July 4, 2013 -INDEPENDENCE DAY
HOLIDAY Office
Closed
July 11, 2013 -Sherman County FSA
Committee Meeting,
9:00 AM, Sherman
County FSA Office
July 15, 2013 -Acreage reporting
deadline
August 1, 2013 --COC
nomination deadline
August 2, 2013 --DCP
2013 sign up deadline

Ventenata (Ventenata dubia (Leers) Coss.) is a relatively new weed to the
Pacific Northwest that is rapidly infesting newly seeded and poorly
managed grass areas. It originates from the Mediterranean region and
is also known as North Africa grass or wiregrass. Although it was first documented in the U.S. in Washington State in 1952, it hasn’t attracted a
lot of attention until recently.
Ventenata infestations seriously degrade the quality of hay, pastures,
and CRP fields, as well as native range and transitional forest habitats.
It has no known forage value for livestock or wildlife, causes soil to be
prone to erosion due to its shallow rooting depth, limits the function of waterways, and reduces land values. Ventenata can be difficult to control with common weed management tools such as
foliar herbicides, tillage, and mowing, and therefore requires more
integrated methods for effective control.

How to Identify Ventenata
Ventenata is a winter annual grass that
germinates in the late fall and produces a seed head the following spring,
about one month after annual weedy
brome species (cheatgrass). Ventenata
grows to be 6–18” tall and has several
distinguishing characteristics:

Nov 4, 2013 -- Ballots
mailed to eligible voters for COC elections
Dec 2, 2013 --Last
day to return voted
ballots to your local
USDA Service Center
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NRCS Continued...
Early Season (May–June)

Late Season (June–August)

• Plants are vibrant green.

• Plants are silvery-green, then turn tan.

• Nodes are dark red or black.

• Stems are wiry with few leaves.

• Ligules are unusually long (1–8 mm).

• Panicles are open.

• Roots are shallow.

• Awns are bent when dry.

Problems Associated with Managing Ventenata
To identify ventenata in the
spring, look for a dark red or
black node and long ligule.
(Pamela Scheinost, NRCS
Pullman PMC)

Ventenata often sends up a second flush of seed heads following a mowing. If mowed while the plants are heading, the tough stems can become tangled in the mower or swather (hence the name wiregrass) and
cause damage to bearings or other parts of the mower. Ventenata is believed
to be tolerant to spring-applied glyphosate, sethoxydim, and other foliar
herbicides, leaving the selection of herbicides limited. Fire may enhance ventenata populations by increasing germination and producing
exposed soil. Ongoing research should clarify some of these uncertainties,
with results expected by fall 2009 at http://pubs.wsu.edu.

Soil & Water Conservation District
This summer we have two technicians working in the Deschutes River Canyon to locate map
and treat noxious weeds. This is a cooperative effort between the Sherman County Weed District, Sherman SWCD, ODFW, BLM, State Parks, NRCS and landowners along the canyon corridor. Funding for this project was secured through a grant from Oregon Department of Agriculture obtained by The Foundation for North American Wild Sheep. The two technicians,
Scott Susi and Dan Son are going to be working through the summer beginning at The
Deschutes State Park and ending at Macks Canyon. This is a continuation of efforts by the
cooperating partners and hopes for a successful project will allow efforts to expand over into
the John Day corridor in the near future.

Welcome Drew!
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Also the SWCD would like to welcome the newest member of its staff, Drew Messenger. “I grew
up just across the river in Condon. Growing up there I have learned to love the small town atmosphere, and have learned to show appreciation to the agriculture community. After graduating
high school in 2008 I went to college in La Grande at Eastern Oregon University where I was duel
enrolled in the agriculture program between Eastern and Oregon State University. This past June I
received my Bachelors degree in Agriculture Science minoring in both Crop Science and Soil Science. I am very excited to be a part of the team here at the SWCD and I look forward to meeting
many of you on the job. I can be reached at the SWCD office or by calling 541-565-3216 ext. 110.”
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Sherman County Area Watersheds Council
It’s that time of year again where our small grant program is starting a new biennium! What does that mean??? A whole new
batch of money for the next 2 years!!!! This funding pool applies to both the Lower Deschutes and Lower John Day small
grant areas. The Sherman County Watershed Council was fortunate enough to receive from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) $33,33300 on each the Lower John Day and Lower Deschutes for a total of $66,666.00!!!! We
encourage you to come in or call and APPLY TODAY!! All projects will be welcomed for review!! We are looking for all types
of projects (including outside of the box type projects) so feel free to ask if you have a project in mind! Contact the Water
shed Coordinator, Kayla von Borstel, at 541-565-3216 ext. 109.

****IMPORTANT!!!!! ******
“Starting at the end of August and continuing through the end of November I will be out of the office due to maternity
leave. During this time all questions can be directed to other staff within the office or by calling 541-565-3216 ext. 3.
Thanks!” ~ Kayla von Borstel

Quote of the Quarter:
“ Like a gardener , I believe what goes down must come up.” ~ Unknown Author

Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)
A Healthy Stream Runs Through It!
As farmers and ranchers, you care about stewardship of Oregon's natural
resources. You also play a critical role in Oregon’s reputation as a thriving,
clean, beautiful, and conservation-minded state.
Visualize Oregon’s landscapes that showcase our state’s reputation. Likely
one landscape includes a stream or river where Oregonians fish, hunt, irrigate, water livestock, canoe or kayak. To maintain Oregon’s reputation,
these streams and rivers need to be healthy, and to achieve healthy streams,
eachstream needs a healthy streamside.
“What does a healthy streamside in Oregon look like?” Anyone who has traveled around Oregon knows that there is not just one answer to this question.
Oregon’s streamsides are incredibly diverse, and so are the plants in these
areas. At the same time, some common traits are shared by healthy
streamsides around the state.
Healthy streamsides include few weeds, diverse plant species, and a mix of young and old plants. Healthy streamsides often
look “messy,” which is a change from the focus on “clean” streamside areas in the past. Depending on field location and the
site conditions, healthy streamside vegetation can include grasses only, grasses and shrubs, or grasses, shrubs and trees.
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ODA Continued...
The benefits of healthy streamside vegetation can include:



Stable streambanks



Cooler summer and warmer winter water temperatures



Higher summer flows



Filtration of excess nutrients, bacteria, and sediment in runoff that could pollute
streams

Compliance with Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) water quality regulations is a first step to achieving a healthy
streamside area. In Oregon, farmers and ranchers are required by law to allow streamside vegetation along rivers and streams to
stabilize streambanks, shade streams, and filter surface runoff before it flows into streams. While compliance with this vegetation
regulation is required, HOW landowners comply may vary depending on farm operation strategies. Many farmers and ranchers are
already meeting the requirements by allowing streamside vegetation to establish and develop naturally.
Achieving healthy streamside vegetation often involves very straightforward changes. It can be as simple as pulling cropping activities back a few feet from the streambank. It can involve changes to grazing timing, duration, or intensity. Depending on your business management goals and priorities, it can mean fencing out an area to permanently exclude livestock and allow streamside
vegetation to recover, or after a few years allowing managed grazing again in the streamside area.
Some farmers and ranchers are going further to meet Oregon agriculture’s commitment to better water quality by planting vegetation and controlling noxious weeds in streamside areas. In areas where noxious weeds are a problem, planting vegetation and
controlling weeds can help achieve healthy streamside vegetation much more quickly.
Some streamside areas along agricultural lands still lack adequate and appropriate streamside vegetation. ODA is working with our
partners to help ensure that all agricultural lands bordering streams meet the vegetation requirements and achieve healthy
streamside vegetation along agricultural lands.
ODA wants to help make the requirements clear enough to Oregon’s farmers and ranchers so you are able to tell whether you are
in compliance, and choose how you intend to achieve or maintain compliance on your own. At the same time, technical advice and
financial assistance is available if you would like help meeting compliance or “jump-starting” a healthy streamside plant community. ODA staff, as well as local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Watershed Councils, OSU Extension, and agricultural organizations are ready to help.
This article is the first of a series of articles planned to discuss streamside vegetation. Future topics include costs and benefits of
streamside vegetation, whether a waterway is a “stream” subject to streamside vegetation requirements or a “ditch” not required
to have streamside vegetation, and the need to gather more data about streamside vegetation conditions along agricultural lands.
To subscribe to ODA’s water quality listserv and receive future articles, send an email to AgWaterQualitysubscribe@oda.state.or.us, then follow the instructions in the message you receive asking you to confirm your subscription.
To contact the agricultural water quality program at ODA, visit our web site at http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/NRD/Pages/

HAPPY HARVEST!
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Experiment Weather Station

May—

June—



Total precipitation for May is 1.46” which is 0.65” above
normal.



Total precipitation for June 2013 is 0.93”.





Long time average June precipitation is 0.70”.

Total precipitation for the crop year is 8.43” which is
1.71” below normal.





Total precipitation for the crop year is 9.36” which is
1.55” below normal.

The highest temp was 90° on the 11th.





The lowest temp was 25° on the 1st.

Long time average crop year precipitation for June is
10.91”.



Long time air temp averages indicate we can expect 87°
and 30°.



The highest air temp was 93° on the 29th.





The lowest air temp was 40° on the 10th.

The average air temp for the month is 55.6°.





Long time average temp for the month is 54.6°.

Long time averages indicate we can expect air temps of
92° and 37°



4” soil temp ranged from 79° to 52°.





The average windspeed of 4.8mph is .03 below normal.

The average air temp was 62.8° which is 1.6° above
normal



The monthly evaporation is 8.10” which is 0.58” above
normal.



4” soil temps ranged from 85° to 55°



The average windspeed was 5.1mph which is 0.2 above
normal



June pan evaporation was 10.48” which is 0.88” above
normal



Greatest evaporation was 0.55” on the 8th.

Odds & Ends
The OYCC (Oregon Youth Conservation Corps) decided again this year with the help of partnering with the Commission on Children & Families to help and revamp the Bill Todd Memorial Nursery located just south of the Sherman County High School. This nursery was put in
place 14 years ago in 1999 in remembrance of Bill Todd who passed away in 1997. He is remembered for all his work with the SWCD and for his leadership in the farming community.
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Odds & Ends Continued...
The nursery, in much need of a little TLC, was taken care of by these wonderful kids. They
spent their time weeding, trimming, and other general cleanup around the site. They are also
excited to be planting another tree to add to the existing greenery. Thanks for all of your hard
work OYCC!!

BUSINESS
OWNERS!!!!
Are you interested in
showcasing your business cards in our
newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per
issue or $75 for the
year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For
those of you who previously advertised, if
you haven’t renewed
don’t get left out! Call
our office today!

Advertisements
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~ Board & Staff ~

~ Calendar Of Events ~
1. August 1st, 2013—FSA— COC nomination deadline
2. August 2nd, 2013—FSA—DCP 2013 sign up deadline
3.September 2nd, 2013—Labor Day—Office Closed
4. September 10th, 2013—Board meeting to be held @ the
SWCD office—Date subject to change
5. October 8th, 2013—Board meeting to be held @ the SWCD
office— Date subject to change
6. October 14th—Columbus Day—Office Closed

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors
Tracy Fields, Chair
Bill Martin, Vice Chair
Kyle Blagg, Treasurer
Brad Eakin, Secretary
Gary Irzyk, Member
SWCD Staff
Brian Stradley, District Manager
Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager

7. October 31st, 2013—Halloween!!!

Kayla von Borstel,Watershed Council Coordinator

8. November 4th, 2013—FSA—Ballots mailed for COC election

Drew Messenger, Conservation Technician

9.November 11th, 2013—Veteran’s Day—Office Closed
10. November 12th ,2013—Board meeting to be held @ the
SWCD office—Date subject to change

NRCS Staff
Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist
Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource Conservationist

11. November 28th, 2013—Thanksgiving—Office Closed
12. December 2nd, 2013—FSA— COC ballot return deadline

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 7953272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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