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In this Issue 

Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Fond Farewell from Krista!  

I have decided to start my “retirement” early!  I am so excited to think about having more time to help Leo :-) not sure he is that 

excited though…   Actually, it was a tough decision and I am really going to miss working with all of the energetic and enthusi-

astic producers in Sherman County.   The Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a valuable asset to the agriculture 

community in the County and also to the Education system.  It has been a very exciting and rewarding place to spend the last 

22 years.   Please be sure to stop by the office to meet the new Coordinator and to share your ideas for the continued growth of 

the SWCD’s usefulness in the County! 

Happy Trails! 

Krista 

Sherman County Area Watersheds Council 

 The Watershed Council will be holding another Council meeting this fall to go over and approve the new changes re-

quired by OWEB for our Council. A date is not set but this will be sometime in September or October. (We will try to 
schedule between harvest and seeding so most of you can make it.)   

 There is still has plenty of funding available for both Large and Small Grants. We are here to help you with your conser-

vation needs. Get signed up for some financial assistance today! 

 Small Grant submissions are monthly at the SWCD board meetings which are generally held the second Tuesday of 

every month 

 The next Large Grant submission date is in October of 2014 
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Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation District Continued... 

 Guzzlers— Do you have any guzzlers on your property in need of some upkeep? Currently ODFW have 
materials to be used to replace/repair damaged or broken guzzlers at no cost to you! Feel free to 

contact Drew Messenger at the SWCD for more information at 541-565-3216 ext. 110  

 We’re on the Web! Don’t forget to check us out @ www.ShermanCountySWCD.com & 

www.ShermanCountyWC.com 

Lower Deschutes Weed Management Program 

The Lower Deschutes Weed Management Program is halfway through its sec-

ond year. This year has been very productive thus far. We learned a lot after last 

year about just how big a project we are taking on. Considering the scope of the 

project we have decided to adopt more methods to enhance the collection of 

data to help us monitor and track the spread of noxious weeds. We have set up 

8 different monitoring sites 6 of which are down in the Deschutes Corridor, and 2 

on the top of the canyon. This way we have many control areas that we can 

treat for noxious weeds as well as keep an eye on them for future infestations.  

We hired 4 technicians to encompass the 22 river mile stretch of the Deschutes 

River Corridor.  This year we broke the project into 3 phases.  Phase 1 the tech-

nicians worked with ODFW down in the riparian area controlling scotch thistle and white top. Currently we are in Phase 2. 

The technicians are going back to all known untreated sites from last year and applying herbicide to the infestations. Phase 3 

will be starting soon; this is when the technicians will be hiking in search of new unknown sites. They will mark them with their 

GPS units, recording the Species of noxious weed, the density of the patch and the size. The size of this project is quite 

overwhelming and wouldn’t be possible without the cooperation between multiple agencies, A big thank you goes out the 

Sherman County Weed Department, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wild-

life, the Bureau of Land Management, Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District, the Oregon State Weed Board, 

and above all the Local Landowners. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Drew Messenger – Sherman 

County SWCD at 541-565-3216 Ext 110. 

Education & Outreach 

The Salmon Trout Enhancement Program also known as S.T.E.P. is a program coordinated every year by the Sherman 

County SWCD/Watershed Council and partnered with ODFW. Here the kids are able to learn all about fish and their life cycle 

and actually get to incubate trout eggs. They care for the eggs, watch them hatch into Alevin, and grow into Fry. Once they 

hit the Fry stage they are allowed to take them to a local pond site and release the fish. In the last handful of years there has 

been some unforeseen circumstances and the program was not able to be held, however we were able to get it up and going 

again and it was a huge hit and success (along with a few glitches) among the Elementary School again this year. Our Kind-

er garten and 2nd grade class participated in this program this year and were fortunate enough to have Mr. Neil Han

        sen as the pond supplier this year. During their field trip to release the Fry on February 25, 2014 he 

        allowed the students out on his dock to feed his big fish as a special treat. In addition the 2nd graders 

        had a special visit from ODFW and learned about fish dissection. This was my first year being able to     

        coordinate this program and I am excited to do it again next year (hopefully with a lot less glitches!)  :-)  

   - Kayla von Borstel  

   Sherman County Watershed Council Coordinator  
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Farm Service Agency 

 
2013 ACRE  

Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for planted acres that must be submitted for the covered commodities and 
peanuts planted on the farm by July 15, 2014.  Failure to report production for those covered commodities and peanuts planted on 
ACRE farms may result in contract termination.  If the contract is terminated, all payments, including direct payments previously 
received plus interest will be required to be refunded.  
 

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their County FSA office to file an 
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 
 
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Oregon:  
 
July 15, 2014:        All Spring Planted Crops, Grass for Seed, Cabbage Planted  
                              4/21 - 6/10, Onions Planted 2/15 - 5/15, All Other Crops  

                              Not Subject to Earlier Deadlines 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 cal-

endar days after planting is completed. 

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 

than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acre-
age must be reported by July 15th. 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered 
crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.   

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact Sherman County FSA office.  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs  

           The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama 
           on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-fications, and aut
           horizees several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).  Most of these programs 
           are authorized and funded through 2018.  

            For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at   
            www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our re
            cently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Cus
            tomers? 

 

Education/Outreach Continued... 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
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Oregon Department of Agriculture 

 

Oregon’s Agricultural Water Quality Program 

~Focus Areas~ 

History of the Program 

In 1993, the Oregon Legislature passed the Agricultural Water Quality Management Act under Senate Bill 1010, directing the Ore-

gon Department of Agriculture (ODA) to develop plans to prevent and control water pollution from agricultural activities and soil 

erosion, and achieve water quality standards. The legislation also required the involvement of Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

tricts (SWCDs) as much as possible.  

Since 1997, ODA program staff has worked with Local Advisory Committees (LACs), made up of group including farmers and 

ranchers, to develop water quality management plans and adopt regulations in Oregon’s 38 water quality regions. The plans give 

local agricultural landowners a framework in which to comply with the rules. Compliance is required by state law. 

Concentrating Resources, Measuring Progress 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) and Oregon’s Agricultural Water Quality Management Program rely on our state’s 

45 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and other partners to work with willing landowners in implementing agricultural 

water quality improvement projects. 

It is important SWCDs and ODA work toward documenting the many accomplishments that agriculture has made to meet Ore-

gon’s water quality goals. We can evaluate our work’s effectiveness by tracking progress. 

One way to evaluate and document agriculture’s water quality improvement effectiveness is to concentrate restoration efforts in a 

“Focus Area.” A Focus Area is a relatively small watershed within an Agricultural Water Quality Management Area. The Focus 

Area concept evolved from conversations between ODA, local SWCDs, Local Advisory Committees (LACs) and other stakehold-

ers seeking more ways to document effectiveness of the Agricultural Water Quality Management Program and Area Plans. In the 

2013-2015 Biennium, all SWCDs in Oregon are working in Focus Areas. 

Focus Area selection was based on a watershed’s need for continued water quality improvement efforts, and input from the local 

SWCD and agricultural producers. 

After a Focus Area is selected, the existing streamside vegetation is evaluated along creeks, streams and rivers using aerial pho-

tographs and public viewpoint assessment. Assessing the streamside vegetation (riparian area) provides a benchmark in deter-

mining water quality. For example, a healthy riparian area provides stream bank stability preventing stream bank erosion. 

Quote of the Quarter 

"It is only the farmer who faithfully plants seeds in the Spring, who reaps a harvest in the Autumn." 

 - BC Forbes  
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Advertisements  

 

BUSINESS OWNERS!!!! 

Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per issue or $75 for the year!    

Issues are dispersed quarterly. For those of you who previously advertised, if you haven’t renewed don’t get left out!  

Call our office today!   

Experiment Weather Station 

April   

 Total precipitation for April 2014 is 1.61” which is 0.81” 

above normal  

 Total precipitation for 13/14 crop year is 8.60” which is 

0.72” below normal 

 The highest air temperature was 73°on the 8th 

 The lowest air temperature was 27° on the 41th 

 Long time air temperature averages indicate we can expect 

76° and 26° 

 The average maximum air temperature is 59.7° 

 The average minimum air temperature is 36.7° 

 The  average air temperature for April 2014 is 48.2° 

 The long term average air temperature for April is 47.3° 

 4” soil temperature ranged from 68° to 44° 

 The average wind speed of 5.4 MPH is 0.3 above normal 

 Evaporation was 5.66” which is 0.55” above normal 
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~ Calendar Of Events ~ ~ Board & Staff ~ 
 

1. May 26th, 2014—Memorial Day—Office Closed 

2. June 2nd, 2014—SWCD Budget Meeting @ the SWCD 

office, 5pm—Date and time subject to change 

3. June 10th, 2014—Budget hearing & Board meeting to be 

held @ the SWCD office, 8am—Date & time subject to 

change 

4. July 4th, 2014—Fourth of July—Office Closed 

5. July 15th, 2014—FSA Acreage reporting dates  

6. September 1st, 2014—Labor Day—Office Closed 

7. September 9th, 2014—Board meeting to be held @ the 

SWCD office, 6pm—Date & time subject to change 

8. OWEB large grant deadline—October 2014 

 

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors 

 Tracy Fields, Chair 

 Bill Martin, Member 

 Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 

 Brad Eakin, Secretary 

 Gary Irzyk, Vice Chair 

SWCD Staff 

 Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager 

 Kayla von Borstel,Watershed Council Coordinator 

 Drew Messenger, Conservation Technician 

NRCS Staff 

 Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist  

 Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource Conservationist  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 

marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 

print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Ave, S.W., Washington,  D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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