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Rolling Thunder Review 

Solutions For 
Rush  

Skeletonweed 

 

Sherman County  SWCD, 

NRCS, Weed District  and 

Watershed Council are explor-

ing new ways to control inva-

sive weed invasion. Aerial and 

ground spraying are desired  

weed control strategies but in 

places that are inaccessible 

and financially unfeasible 

biological control is a cost 

effective alternative. Future 

funding for the control of inva-

sive weeds is desired depend-

ing on participation and inter-

est of landowners. If you have 

any question or would like 

more information on this fund-

ing pool please contact our 

office at 541-565-3216! 

Biological Control Of Rush Skeleton Weed 
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Biological Control: Approx $50-$75 a bouquet  
(bouquet shown in image) ——> 
About 500,000 = Gall mite per bundle 
1,000,000 = Rust per bundle 
About 1,000 = Gall midge per bundle 
Availability: July—September 
  

Rust fungus 

(Puccinia chondrillina): 
 
Fall and spring infection of rosettes, especially those of  
seedlings, often kills plants prior to bolting. Open wounds or  
lesions, Produced by and telia cause desiccation, reduced photosynthetic  
surface area, increased plant susceptibility to other pathogens,  
and suppressed plant growth. Heavily rust-infected floral stems are stunted, deformed, and produce few 
branches. The fungus reduces production, weight, and viability of seeds. The weed’s ability to regenerate from 
root buds is also reduced. 

 

Gall mite 
(Eriophyes chondrillae): 
 
This minute yellowish-orange 
mite, attacks all biotypes of rush 
Skelton weed in the Pacific Northwest, 
but is most damaging to the 
late-flowering forms. It is the most 
effective biological control agent 
against rush skeleton weed.  
 
How to distribute biological agents into new area: Place individual stems of infected skeleton weed next to 
uninfected skeleton weed in encroached areas. The natural enemies will complete their development within 
the new stems and leaves, emerge, and disperse to the other plants. 
 
Redistribute biological control agents to different areas: The easiest way, particularly for sites that are 
heavily infested with the weed, is to collect rush skeletonweed stems that are infested with the mite, midge, 
fungus, or any combination of the three from infested sites. Trim seedheads and flowers off the infested plants 
and tie the stems into bundles as shown in the photo above to form ―teepees.‖ Place several teepees among 
the rush skeletonweed at the release sites during mid-to late summer. The natural enemies will complete their 
development within the old stems and leaves, emerge, and disperse to the other plants.     
 

 

Gall midge 
(Cystiphora schmidti): 
 
All rush skeleton weed biotypes are attacked by the midge, but 
the late flowering biotypes are the most heavily damaged. Upon 
hatching, the pink to orange larvae feed on the tissues beneath 
the surface of the leaf or stem where they hatch. 
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CCRP & CREP in 
Sherman County 

How can implementing 

CCRP &CREP help im-

prove you land, water 

quality and bottom line.  

 
 

CALL FOR NEW 
PROJECTS!  

Funding now avail-
able for the 2011-
2013 Biennium 

 
The OWEB Small Grant 
Program is an easy to 

engage in grant program 
that awards funds up to 
$5,000 with a 75% cost 
share and up to $10,000 
with a 50% cost share.  

Projects that are eligible 
for Small Grants include 

but are not limited to: 

 

Upland Process and 

Function 

Manage Erosion 

Manage Nutrient and 

Sediment Inputs to 

Streams through the 

management of: 

Employ Integrated 

Pest Management 

Implement Irrigation 

Practices that result 

in decreased water 

use, and increased in 

stream flow, in-

creased groundwater 

level, or improved 

water quality 

 

Riparian Process and 

Function 
Manage Nutrient and 

Sediment Inputs 

Manage Vegetation 

 

 
If you have any ques-
tions about the Small 

Grant Program or have a 
project that you would 

like to do please contact 
Emily Lyle @ 541-565-

3216 ext. 109. 

Education Incentive Grant Sign Ups 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) is a federal-state conservation 
partnership that pays landowners attractive 
rates to voluntarily take environmentally sensi-
tive cropland and pastureland out of produc-
tion for 10-15 years and plant streamside buff-
ers, protect highly erodible land or establish 
wetlands to protect the water quality and wild-
life habitat of local streams. Five types of pay-
ments may be available depending on the 
practice installed. These include: signing bo-
nus, annual payment, cost-share assistance, 
practice incentive payment and maintenance 
payment. When the CREP contract expires, 
the land retains its prior Converted Cropland 
status and may be re-enrolled or returned to 
agricultural production.  
 
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CCRP)  and the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program have been very popu-
lar programs in the Sherman County Area. If 
you are interested or would like to know addi-
tional information about these programs 
please contact Jake Calvert @ 541-565-3216 
x 111.  

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CCRP) is a voluntary program that fo-
cuses on using grasses and trees to protect 
soil, improve air, water quality and enhances 
fish and wildlife habitat through the use if buff-
ers, filter strips, and windbreaks. The program 
allows you to enroll eligible land for 10-15 year 
contracts in the CRP at anytime without hav-
ing to submit a competitive offer. Landowners 
receive an annual payment, plus implementa-
tion costs for each practice. Also, you do not 
have to make an ―all-or-nothing‖ choice for 
enrolling into the program. Borders or strips of 
eligible land practices can be implemented on 
your land, while leaving the remaining land for 
crop production. To be eligible for the program 
the producer must have owned and operated 
the land for at least 12 months prior to submit-
ting the offer. CCRP will provide cost-share 
assistance up to 50% of the eligible cost for 
establishment of the practice. An upfront sign-
ing incentive payment (SIP) per acre  depend-
ing on contract length for high priority prac-
tices. A practice incentive payment (PIP equal 
to 40 percent of your eligible practice installed 
cost. This is in addition to the up-to-50-percent 
cost-share paid by USDA. 
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CCRP & CREP in 
Sherman County 

After Hours Meetings 

    Bringing our agencies to you! 

EYE ON IT 
Feral Swine 

FFFeral swine have invaded 
Oregon, causing damage 
to agricultural crops and 
fish and wildlife habitat.  
Their destructive rooting 
and grubbing activities 
increase erosion and de-
grade water quality in 
streams; encourage the 
growth of noxious weeds; 
and can cause millions of 
dollars in agricultural, en-
vironmental and property 
damage.  Feral swine can 
transmit disease to wild-
life, livestock and humans. 
 
TTTooo halt the spread of inva-
sive feral swine, the 2009 
Oregon Legislature 
passed House Bill 2221 
that requires landowners 
and land managers to 
notify the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
when they become aware 
of free roaming feral 
swine on their property.  
The bill also makes it ille-
gal to sell hunts for feral 
swine on public or private 
property. 
 
How to ReportHow to ReportHow to Report   
LLLandowners and land 
managers are required to 
contact their local ODFW 
office within 10 days of 
discovering feral swine on 
their land.  They, then, 
have 60 days to submit a 
feral swine removal plan 
to the department for ap-
proval.  Technical assis-
tance is available at a 
local ODFW.  ODFW staff 
will advise landowners 
about traps and other 
resources.  A sample re-
moval plan is available in 
the Invasive Species sec-
tion of ODFW’s website. 
 
RRReport feral swine sight-
ings and hunting harvest 
to your local ODFW office 
or to ODFW’s Terrestrial 
Invasive Species coordi-
nator @ 503-947-6000. 
 
YYYou can also contact the 
SWCD Office @ 541-565-
3216 x 3 for more infor-
mation. 

 

Its that time again!  

Starting in February the 

Sherman County SWCD and 

Watershed Council  will be con-

ducting After Hours Meetings for 

our landowners.  

Where are they held? 

Each year there will be at least one 

public meeting in the county so 

that everyone can attend. There 

will be 3-5 sessions that are 

hosted by volunteer producers or 

parties interested in conservation. 

If you are interested in hosting 

one, please contact our office 

@541 541-565-3216.  

 

Who are the speakers?  

Representatives from Sherman County SC Trapper, SWCD, NRCS, FSA,  

Watershed Council, ODFW, and Extension  

Education Incentive Grant Sign Ups 

 

There are funds available from the 

SWCD’s Watershed Education 

Incentive Fund. Grant funds are 

available for up to $2,000.00 with a 

25% match shown. These grants 

are not just for schools, any local 

organization can apply for conser-

vation related projects!  

Past projects include:  

transportation expenses 

6th grade watershed education  

Greenhouses 

rain gauges 

bird sanctuary 

and tree planting projects 

Please contact the SWCD office if you 

would like to learn more about how to 

apply for an Education Grant @ 541-

565-3216. 

What are they?  

Conservation After Hours Sessions 

are informational sessions that are in 

a comfortable atmosphere for pro-

ducers to get updates on all the con-

servation programs in their area. 
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SWCD UPDATES 
 
OWEB Small Grants  
The OWEB Small Grant Program is 
an easy to engage in grant program 
that awards funds up to $5,000 with a 
75% cost share and up to $10,000 
with a 50% cost share.  Call us with 
new project ideas for the 2011-2013 
biennium.  
 
Education Incentive Grants – No new 
applications have been received.  
Funding is still available, anyone is 
welcome  to apply. Please call our 
office for more information @ 541-
565-3216 X3 
 
Sherman County Conservation Pro-
ject Large Grant  - Sent to OWEB for 
the October 17th, 2011 Deadline.  

Accepting Applications for New Pro-
jects!  New Large grant application 
deadline is set for April 16th 2012! 
Feel free to call our office @541-565-
3216 if you have any questions about 
your funding options. Small grants 
can be applied for anytime during the 
year! We hope to hear from you! 

NEW BUSINESS 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held  in the 
SWCD office on November 15th 
2011 @ 8:30 am.  
 

      

County Committee  

Elections - Moro 

Watch your mailbox for 
the official county office 
committee election ballot 
starting early in Novem-
ber if you are an eligible 
voter in Moro. Ballots will 
be mailed starting Nov. 4, 
2011.If for some reason 
you don’t receive a ballot, 
feel free to notify the 
county FSA office. Com-
pleted and signed ballots 
are due back in the 
county office by the close 
of business on Dec. 5, 
2011. The election will be 
held December 8th. 

2012 No Advance  

Payments  

Enrollment for the 2012 
Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program and 
ACRE will not begin until 
Jan. 23 this crop year 
and will continue through 
June 1, 2012.  Unlike 
past years, there will be 
no advance payments 
made for 2012.  

2010 Disaster Sign 

Up November 14th 

     Sign up for the 2010 

disaster program called 

SURE will begin Novem-

ber 14th. Unlike last year, 

there only needs to be a 

10% loss to become eli-

gible for benefits. How-

ever, part of the formula 

for SURE compares your 

insurance election price 

with the historical na-

tional average market 

price by crop. Because 

there is less of a disparity 

between these two fig-

ures, most payments will 

be considerably less than 

two years ago when 

many insurance elections 

were in the $9 range 

compared to national 

prices in the $5 range. 

Please call the office on 

or after November 14th to 

have us run your work-

books. (541) 565-3551. 
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Conservation Stewardship  
Program (CStP) 
 
CStP encourages land stewards to improve their conservation performance by installing 
and adopting additional activities, and improving, maintaining, and managing existing 
activities on agricultural land and nonindustrial private forest land. The program is avail-
able nationwide on a continuous application basis.  The ranking period has not yet been 
announced for this Fiscal Year but come in and sign up with Kristie if you are interested. 

 
New Adjusted Gross Income Form 

 
You may be receiving our new adjusted gross income form in the mail. This will be 
used right away in order to make your upcoming EQIP and CSP payments from 
NRCS. It is also required for FSA program payments. 

Basic Changes: 
FSA Power-of-Attorneys may not sign. 

   Spouses may not sign for each other. 
   FSA will send the form to the IRS.  
                                           (There is no longer a separate form for this). 
   There is now a deadline of June 1st. 
    
If you have any questions or concerns, as always, please do not hesitate to call the 

FSA office at (541) 565-3551 x2. Thank you. 
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Kara Lanthorn (Blagg) has moved back to the county and is the newest Program Technician 

at the Farm Service Agency here in Moro.  A graduate of Oregon State University with a degree 
in Ag Business Management, she began her FSA career as a Federal Warehouse Examiner, 
auditing grain warehouses across the Pacific Northwest.  After six years of grain dust, traveling 
and climbing ladders she started her family and decided to take a position as an FSA Program 
Technician in the Whitman County Washington office.  She worked in the Whitman County office 
for a year, when a position in the Morrow County Oregon office opened.  This was Kara’s oppor-
tunity to move closer to home and get back to Oregon.  Her intent was to stay in Heppner and 

raise her family until the position in Sherman County opened this fall.  After little deliberation and lots of encour-
agement from family and friends in Sherman County, Kara applied for the most recent vacancy here with 
Sherman County FSA and is now back home enjoying the closeness of family, neighbors and old friends once 
again.   
 
Kara Lanthorn 
Sherman County Farm Service Agency 
Program Technician 
PO Box 305 

Lower Deschutes & 

Lower John Day Ag Wa-

ter Quality Management 

Area Plan and Rules 
 

Having clean water is vital to 

sustain your livestock, and water 
your lawn, garden and crops. To 
insure that agricultural activities 
don’t impair water quality, Ore-
gon has a statutory agricultural 
water quality program, adminis-
tered by the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture (ODA). Many of 
our actions can pollute local 
waterways. Elevated water 
temperature is considered a 
pollutant according to the Ore-
gon Department of Environ-
mental Quality (ODEQ). Water 
temperatures can increase 
dramatically when the tree or 

shrub shade canopy is removed 
along waterways, threatening 
the fish in the system. Bacteria 
and nutrients from improperly 
managed manure, septic sys-
tems or unrestricted livestock 
access to streams, as well as 
chemicals from pesticides, fertil-
izers and herbicides, can easily 
make their way into the stream 
or into groundwater. Oregon’s 
agricultural water quality man-
agement laws require landown-
ers to prevent these kinds of 
water pollution by using  
 

Losing Soil...? 
Are you noticing rills? 

 
Are sediment and nutrients entering the water? 

 
Why does it matter? 

 

good agricultural management 
practices. Under the direction of 
a local advisory committee, ODA 
developed an agricultural water 
quality management plan and 
administrative rules for our area. 
Copies of the plan and rules are 
available online at 
www.oregon.gov/ODA/NRD/
water_agplans.shtml or from the 
Sherman SWCD office. The plan 
addresses water quality con-
cerns and provides recom-
mended management practices 
to prevent and control pollution. 
The LAC helped ODA develop 
Area Rules specifically for the 
Lower Deschutes and Lower 
John Day. These rules address 
the objectives listed above.  
 
They require agricultural land-
owners to: 
• control soil erosion on uplands; 
• prevent active stream bank 
erosion beyond that expected as 
a result of natural conditions; 
• prevent runoff of manure, 
fertilizer, or other wastes from 
reaching waterways; 
•and enable development of 
vegetative cover along streams 
sufficient for bank stability and 
shading, consistent with site 
capability. 
Strategies 
Work to improve the quality of 
water in the Management Area 
through planning and: 
 
 

• Implementation of technically 

sound and economically feasible 
conservation practices that 
contribute to meeting Area Plan 
objectives. 

• Create a high level of aware-

ness and an understanding of 
water quality issues among the 
agricultural community and rural 
public in a manner that mini-
mizes conflict and encourages 
cooperative efforts through 
education and technical assis-
tance activities. 

• Encourage active participation 

by the agricultural community 
and rural public in the process of 
solving our water quality prob-
lems. 

• Encourage adequate funding 

and administration of the pro-
gram to achieve Area Plan goals 
and objectives. 
Other concerns include: 

• The Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
lacks a numeric sediment stan-
dard. Stream reaches in the 
Management Area are on the 
303(d) list for sediment. 

• Lack of support from state 

agencies has hampered efforts 
to control feral pigs and the 
devastation they cause wet-
lands, riparian areas, and agri-
cultural land. The SWCDs would 
like ODA to make control or 
eradication of feral pigs a prior-
ity. 

Where do I go 
for help? 

 

 
 
Sherman County 
SWCD & Watershed 
Council  
302 Scott Street  
Moro, OR 97039 
(541) 565-3216 x 3 
 
Oregon Extension 
Service  
Moro 541-565-3230 
 
Oregon Department 
of Agriculture 
Salem 503-947-6000 
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Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives  
Program (WHIP) 
 

 WHIP program is offered 
as a continuous signup, 
and applications are ac-
cepted year-round with 
periodic ranking cutoff 
dates announced during 
the year.  Fiscal Year 
2012 cutoff is October 31, 
2011 but producers can 
sign up for next year at 
any time.  At this time, the 
primary focus of the pro-
gram is to restore Mule 
Deer Habitat and there 
are several practices that 
support this effort.  Please 
call Kristie @ (541) 565-
3551 ext. 102 if you are 
interested in this program. 

Welcoming 
New FSA  

Employee!! !  
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Sherman County SWCD Board of  Directors 
 Gary Irzyk, Chairman 
 Brad Eakin, Vice Chair 
 Tracy Fields, Secretary 
 Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 
 Bill Martin, Member 
 
SWCD Staff 
 Brian Stradley, District Manager 
 Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager 
 Emily Lyle, Watershed Council Coordinator 
 Jake Calvert, CREP Technician 
 

NRCS Staff 
 Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist 
 Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource  
 Conservationist  

Calendar of Events 

 
1. The next meeting 

will be held  in the SWCD office 
on November 15th 2011 @ 
8:30 am. & December 13th 
2011 @ 8:30 am 

2. New Large grant application 
deadline is set for April 16th 
2012!  

Rolling Thunder Review  

Issue 03   FALL 2011 

Long time average precipitation for 

September is .51” 

 

The highest Temperature was 96 de-

grees on the12th 

 

The lowest Temperature was 38 de-

grees on the 28th 

 

Long time averages indicate we can 

expect 91 degrees and 33 degrees 

 

The average air Temperature was 

64.8 degrees which is 4.6 degrees 

above normal 

 

4” soil temperature ranged from 83-

61 degrees 

 

The average wind speed was 3.3 

miles per hour which is .4 below nor-

mal 

 

The greatest evaporation was .59” on 

the 4th 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 

marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from 

any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 

Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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